


The Strangmoor Bog
Michigan's Misnamed Marvel



Where in the World?



Where in the 
Midwest?



Where in the 
Michigan?

Michigan Natural Features Inventory



Seney



What is a 
National Natural 
Landmark?
• Some of the best and most 

significant examples of 
America’s natural history.

• Program was started in 1964.

• There are 606 as of 2024.

• Michigan has 12

1
Black Spruce Bog Natural 

Area
1976 Jackson State

2 Dead Stream Swamp 1976
Missaukee, 

Roscommon
State

3
Dukes Research Natural 

Area
1974 Marquette Federal

4 Grand Mere Lakes 1968 Berrien
State, 

private

5
Haven Hill State Natural 

Area
1976 Oakland State

6 Newton Woods 1976 Cass State

7 Porcupine Mountains 1984
Gogebic, 

Ontonagon
State

8
Roscommon Virgin Pine 

Stand
1980 Roscommon State

9 Strangmoor Bog 1973 Schoolcraft Federal

10 Tobico Marsh 1976 Bay State

11 Toumey Woodlot 1976 Ingham State

12
Warren Woods Natural 

Area
1967 Berrien Private





Ice Age Origins 
– Sand, Ice, 
and an Ancient 
Lake

Image from: 
https://alchetron.com/Lake-
Algonquin



Birth of a 
Peatland

New bogs take a long time to form.



Pattern in the 
Peat – How 
Strings and 
Flarks Form

1998 Digital Orthophoto 
County Mosaic (MNFI 2006)



Patterned Peatland 101 – A Mosaic of Ridges and Pools





Bog or Fen?
Bog
• Ombrotrophic
• Water only from precipitation
• Nutrient-poor 
• Acidic pH ~4
• Hardy species only – 

sphagnum and a few others

Fen
• Minetrophic
• Water from groundwater 

and/or streams and 
precipitation

• Gets some minerals and 
nutrients

• Slightly acidic
• Greater diversity of plants

Photo: P. David Allen II



Anatomy of 
Strangmoor 

Tomaz Kuran



Life in the Bog

Photos: Alex Graff, Chrysalis
USFWS, Moose and 
Northern Harrier



Sphagnum Moss 
– The Bog 
Builder

• Photos:
• Northern Peatmoss - Brad VonBlon and
• Alex Graff
• Fen Peatmoss - rroutledge



More Mosses



Grasses and Sedges
Photos
• Star Sedge – natemartineau
• Common Cottongrass – stubirdnd
• White Beak-Sedge – Botanicum-vitae



Carnivorous Plants 
– Eating to Survive

Photos: 
Linear-leaved Sundew - 
bbuzas 
Purple Pitcher Plant- Liana 
May 
Intermediate Bladderwort – 
Susan Fawcett



Purple Pitcher 
Plant

Photos:
Amalia_Mairin
Kristenmiskelly
Andy Longfellow



Sundews

Photos:
• Ryne Rutherford
• Rob Routledge



Bladderworts

Photos
Intermediate Bladderwort 
- Joseph D Kurtz



Orchids and Fungi – 
Symbiotic 
Strategies

• Dragon’s Mouth – keepthe funk alive
• Tuberous Grasspink - Morganstickrod



Bog “Evergreens” – Heath Plants



Ferns
Photos:
• Sensitive Fern
• Marsh Fern
• Royal Fern

Photo Credits: Chia aka Cory Chiappone, August Camp, Wallygrom



Trees

Photos:
contrarianvulgarian
Beth Lewis

• Tamarack
• Black Spruce
• White Pine
• Northern White-cedar



Wildlife of the 
Bog - Birds

• Photos:
• Sandhill Crane and 
Merlin - USFWS
• Yellow Rail – 
black_throated_green_
warbler
• Dick Daniels – Spruce 
Grouse



Wildlife of the 
Bog - Frogs

jennwybieracki



Wildlife of the 
Bog - Insects

• Freija Fritillary - Mark 
Otnes
• Red-disked Alpine - Ryne 
Rutherford
• Hine’s Emerald - Emily 
Hjalmarson
• Ebony Boghaunter - 
Cathy Perkins



Wildlife of the Bog - 
Mammals



Beaver
Charlie Rumschlag



Ecosystem Services 
– More than Meets 
the Eye



Indigenous 
Presence 
and Early 
History



The Great Cutover



Draining the 
Bog:

Walsh Ditch 
and Farming 

Dreams



The Refuge is Born



Early 
Managers 
Goals



Fire in the Bog
The 1976 Walsh Ditch Fire



Today’s 
Stewardship – 
Hands Off, Eyes 
On



A Rare Gem – 
Southernmost 
String Bog



Threats and 
Challenges

Black Creek, Newberry 
State Forest Management 
Unit, Chippewa County - 
Jesse M. Lincoln



How You Can Help Wetlands
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